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science, since in these the sensuous element, -which was primary in his genius, found its simplest and most unrestrained expression. The series had culminated, however, in " The Domain of Arnlieim," in which the brilliancy and flood and glow of pure color are a mere reveling of the testhetie sense; and so gorgeous is the vision and thrown out in so broad an expanse that, although only a description, the piece is as unique among works of imagination as is " The Black Cat" or " The Fall of the House of Usher," The landscape that the mention, of the latter recalls, and much more the spectral wood-laud and tarn of " Ulalinne," serve to measure by momentary contrast with the scenes of faery in " Aruhenn " the range of Poo's fantasy, and at the same time to bring out strongly the extent to which his work is dependent for its effect directly on the senses, however abnormally excited. In fact the impression made in the present case is solely spectacular. The landscape sketches, too, which belong to the dark period of Poe's career, afford some pleasant relief to the paltrinesses, the miseries, and debasements of his ordinary life. The idyllic sweetness of " Elconora," the quiet beauty of " The Island of the Fay " and " Morning on the Wissahic-con," opened round Poe, as he was seen in his Philadelphia clays, the only prospect beyond the mean walls of the newspaper office and the tenement house. Now in his yet more wretched years he was not deprived of hia poet's birthright in the in-ir. life!
